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E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PEGS, EG 

SUBJECT: LOS: MARINE SCIENTIEIC RESEARCH 

REF: STATE 1 1 663 1 

1. POLCOUNS DISCUSSED QUESTION OE MAXIMIZING MARINE SCIENTIEIC 
RESEARCH IN THE ECONOMIC ZONE AND ON CONTINENTAL SHELL WITH 
DIRECTOR MFA LEGAL DEPARTMENT NABIL AL-ARABY ON MAY 23. POLCOUNS 
WENT OVER ALL OE POINTS CONTAINED IN REFTEL WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS 
ON TALKING POINTS IN PARA 6. 

2. AL-ARABY SAID GOE AGREES COMPLETELY WITH US POSITION ON 
DESIRABILITY OE PROMOTING SCIENTIEIC RESEARCH IN OCEANS. HOWEVER, 
GOE CONTINUES TO HAVE MAJOR PROBLEM OVER QUESTION OE PRIOR 
CONSENT. AS LONG AS NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT HAS NOT BEEN REACHED 
WITH ISRAEL, GOE WOULD NOT RPT NOT BE ABLE TO AGREE THAT PARTIES 
TO LOS TREATY (WHICH PRESUMABLY WOULD INCLUDE ISRAEL) COULD 
CONDUCT SCIENTIEIC RESEARCH IN EGYPT'S ECONOMIC ZONE WITHOUT 
PRIOR CONSENT OF GOE. 
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3. THIS POSITION OP COURSE WELL KNOWN TO DEPARTMENT. 
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